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Benchmark—Gospel Essentials
Christianity is one of the world biggest religion and it has influenced the lives of millions of people globally. Christianity is a religion that is based on the teachings and life of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Christians believe that Jesus was the son of the one true God and was sent on earth to bring redemption by dying for the sins of all. Christians view the world based on the teaching of Jesus. The goal of this paper is to understand the nature of God from the Christian point of view, to understand his characteristics and the plan for the future. Also, the paper seeks to understand human nature, the cause of problems among humanity and the purpose of humanity. Finally, this paper will investigate the nature of Jesus and the purpose of his ministry. At the end of this paper, the goal is to understand the Christian worldview and to determine its impact on humanity and dignity.
Gospel Essential Beliefs
Nature of God
God is one but exists in three different forms; God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. This nature of God is evident during the creation. Genesis 1:26, NIV: "Then God said, 'Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness,,,,,,.” During the creation, God was referring to the Trinity when he said, “Us.” Matthew 28:19, NIV: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” This verse shows the triune nature of God ("Christian faith," 2020).

God is characterized as all-knowing (Omniscience), all-powerful (Omnipotence) and supremely good (Omnibenevolence). This means that God knows everything, can do anything and is perfectly good ("Christian faith," 2021).  The characteristics of God are highlighted in John 1:1-5, NIV: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” These verses explain what the book of Genesis says about God being the creator of the universe and everything in it.
Nature of Humanity
What is human nature? 
Genesis 1:26, NIV: "Then God said, 'Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.'" All human beings were created in the image and likeness of God. Therefore, human beings are morally obligated to act and live morally because they can easily sense what is right and what is wrong (Chen, 2017). Also, human beings have a controlling nature because they were given dominion over the things in the universe. Human beings also have a sinful nature as a result of the fall.
What is human purpose? 
The human purpose is the stewardship of God’s creation. In Genesis 1:26, God gave human being dominion over all creation. Therefore, our purpose is to act as stewards of the creation. Also, the purpose of human beings involves working hard to restore the broken relationship between them and God as a result of the fall.
What is the root cause of human problems? 
The root cause of the human problems is the original sin that caused the fall of man. Human beings were in a good relationship with God until they became disobedient and failed to own up to their mistake. As a result of disobeying God, evil and sin became the root cause of human problems. 
Nature of Jesus
What is Jesus's true identity? 
Jesus had both a divine nature and a human nature. As a human, Jesus experienced all the things that humans go through. Jesus would get hungry, get tired and was tempted. In Mathew 4: 1-13 Jesus was led by the holy spirit into the wilderness where he was tempted by the devil. In these verses Jesus was hungry and after fasting for forty days and nights. Mark 14: 60-62, NLT: Then the high priest stood up before the others and asked Jesus, "Well, aren't you going to answer these charges? What do you have to say for yourself?" But Jesus was silent and made no reply. Then the high priest asked him, "Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?" Jesus said, "I Am. And you will see the Son of Man seated in the place of power at God's right hand and coming on the clouds of heaven." Jesus was the Messiah, son of the most God.
The purpose of Jesus’s Kingdom was to proclaim the holiness of God and redeem us from our sins so that we can inherit the kingdom of heaven. This was achieved by healing the sick, casting out demons and performing miracles.
Jesus’s identity and work are significant to the Christian world view because it teaches them how to live with one another. John 14:6, NIV: "Jesus answered, 'I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." Through the teachings of Jesus and his work, Christians can inherit eternal life.
Restoration
According to the Christian worldview, the solution to human problems is Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Christians believe that Jesus came into the world to deliver healing and redemption from our sins. The teachings and miracles of Jesus were all focused on solving human problems through healing and casting out demons. Also, Jesus’s teaching emphasized on love which is the greatest commandment. Through love, all Christians are able to keep all the commandments and eventually, they get to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. John 14:6, NIV: "Jesus answered, 'I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me."
Ephesians 2:8, NIV: "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--" The Christian salvation is a combination of repentance, faith and grace. To become a Christian, one is expected to repent their sins, have faith in Jesus and by God’s grace, they receive salvation.
Christians believe that the transformation to self and society happens when a person accepts Jesus as the savior of their life. When Christians accept Jesus and believe in his teachings, they need to follow in his teachings by changing from their former selves. A person is transformed by accepting Jesus and the society is transformed through acts of love by Christians (DelHousaye, 2020). Love is the greatest commandment as Jesus taught in Mathew 5:21-24. 

Christian Foundations
In the Christian worldview, God exists in trinity. We have God the Son, the Father and the Holy Spirit. This view by Christians is used to explain a lot of things form the bible including the creation story and the coming of Jesus as was prophesied by so many prophets. Also, Christian’s view about God indicates that he is full of goodness and despite the fact that human beings disobeyed him, he punished them and also did good to them. In fact, God is so good that he gave the world his son that through him, all those that believe can get redemption (DelHousaye, 2020).
Humans have a good nature deep down their hearts but it has been corrupted by sin which makes them do evil deeds. Sin is viewed as the root cause of all humans going back to Adam and Eve who disobeyed God thereby creating a rift between the wonderful relationship they had. The effects of their sin were passed down to all humans but God did not turn his back on them (Brown & Roberts, 2018). Humans have the capacity to distinguish between right and wrong and God gives them the opportunity to choose. He sent Jesus, the Messiah, to teach humans on how to walk the righteous path and to remind them about the power and mercy of God. The Christian worldview is that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life as in John 14:6.
Analysis of the Implications of the Christian Worldview
The Christian worldview as it relates to human dignity and value does not have the flaws of materialism because it understands and informs free will, human dignity, consciousness, conscience, imagination, intention, habits, and wisdom. The Christian worldview provides a provides a meaningful tool to think about both our inner lives, our relational lives, as well as about communication and culture. Also, it provides a real and sustainable source of meaning and purpose by helping us make sense of our world and points us toward true fulfillment of our yearnings and desires (Shuster, 2013). Finally, the Christian worldview provides ethics and wisdom. It provides direction by acting as a True North. The virtues of Jesus provide a viable source of ethics for parenting, for business, for non-profits, for universities, and for interacting with people from all walks of life.
The Christian worldview is different from other religions in that unlike other religious worldviews, Christians do not have to earn their way to God. Also, Christians believe in cultivating a relationship with God as compared to following certain systems or rules to appease God. The Christian worldview encourages people to follow in the footsteps and teaching of Jesus which means being good and loving their neighbors as they love themselves. For most people, the most confusing thing about Christianity relates to the trinity. Many critics wonder to whom Jesus was praying to in the garden of Gethsemane is God the father, the son and the Holy Spirit are one and the same.
Conclusion
The main objective of this paper is to address the Christian worldview by taking into accounts the nature of God, the nature of humanity and nature of Jesus and restoration. The paper concludes that Christians believe that God created the world and everything in it with humans being created special. They were created in the image and likeness of God but along the way, the original human nature fell as a result of sin. However, God did not give up on humans and as so many prophets foretold, he sent them a savior. The Messiah, Jesus Christ, to redeem them from their sin so that they can be restored. The coming of Jesus brought a new covenant between God and humans, a covenant that would be written in people’s hearts. In the new covenant, they that believed, repented their sins and followed the teachings of Jesus would receive God’s grace and they would be restored. They will inherit the Kingdom of heaven because the only way to the father is through Jesus, John 14:6.
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